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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



In accordance with the duty to disclose under 37 C.F.R. §1.56, attached hereto is Form 



PTO-1449 listing six references which may be considered material in evaluating the 
patentability of the claims of the above-identified application. These references were all cited 
in an International Search Report and Written Opinion issued in a corresponding PCT 
application, International Application No. PCT/US2004/027084. A copy of the International 
Search Report and Written Opinion is enclosed for the Examiner's review. 



Copies of the cited European and PCT Publications are enclosed for the Examiner's 
review. Pursuant to the PTO's waiver of the requirement under 37 C.F.R. §1.98(a)(2)(i) (1276 
OG 55), no copies of the cited U.S. references are being submitted herewith. 
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Favorable action is earnestly solicited. If there are any questions or if additional 
information is required, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Applicants' attorney 
at the number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Stephen Cannavale 
Reg. No. 44,585 
Attorney for Applicants 




HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, New York 11791 
(973)331-1700 
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SERIAL NO. 
10/643,315 



CONFIRMATION NO. 
6334 



GROUP 
3738 



U.S. PATENT PUBLICATIONS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 






2001/ 
049553 Al 


12/06/01 


De Paulis Ruggero 
























U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 






5,653,745 


08/05/97 


Lindell et al. 












5,749,880 


05/12/98 


Banas et al. 

























FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 




DOCUMENT 


DATE 


COUNTRY 

• 


CLASS 


SUB 


TRANSLATION 


INITIAL 




NUMBER 


CLASS 


YES 


NO 






EP 0 666 066 Al 


09-Aug-95 


Europe 






X 








EP 1 212 988 A2 


12-Jun-02 


Europe 






X 








WO 02/100454 Al 


12-Dec-02 


WIPO 






X 























OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 
609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form 
with next communication with applicant. 



